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Burundi 


Burundi: President Takes Refuge, ‘Does Not Intend 
To Resign’ 


LD2407165296 Paris LCI Television in French 
1530 GMT 24 Jul 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text} A crisis has erupted in Burundi: 
The Hutu president, Ntibantunganya, has taken refuge 
in the U.S. Embassy, where he spent the night — Wash- 
ington has confirmed this. He was threatened by Tutsis 
following the massacre on Saturday (20 July) of 312 
of their people. Rumors of a coup d'etat are spreading. 
By telephone from Bujumbura, the president's principal 
private secretary Mames Bansubiye explains: 


{Begin Bansubiye recording] At a certain point we felt 
his life was no longer... [pauses] his security was no 
longer fully guaranteed; so as a precaulionary measure, 
we thought it was more responsible to avoid a head 
of state’s blood flowing again in this country, and 
we requested this assistance in fact from the U.S. 
government, to help us in this respect with all the 
goodwill possible. So the president has not resigned; 
he does not intend to resign, nor does he intend to 
step down under pressure from a terrorism which poorly 
conceals intolerance toward others. But neither does he 
intend to be the source of holocausts in his country. [end 
recording | 


Burundi: President Vows Not To Resign; Visiting 
‘Friend’ Temporarily 

L.D2507120396 Brussels La Une Radio Network 

in French 1100 GMT 25 Jul 96 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] | will not resign, President 
of Burundi Sylvestre Nuibantunganya has told us. The 
president is under the protection of the United States 
in his own country. The president of Burundi has not 
yielded to pressure. The leader of the presidential party 
Frodebu [Front for Democracy in Burundi) has said 
a coup d'etat is taking place. The Armed Forces of 
Burundi have just denied they are carrying out a coup. 
This ts probably a response to the United States, the 
UN Security Council, and the other countries that have 
voiced concern. 


Francois Reichmans was able to interview President 
Ntibantunganya this morning. I will not stand down, 
I will not have the country switch to illegality, the 
president of Burundi said. If some want change, they 
will have to negotiate it: 


{Begin recording] (Nubantunganya] Personally, I do not 
at all oppose change. | am opposed to illegality. If 
people want change now, this must take place through 
global negotiations that do not exclude anyone. As | 
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have said, it is out of the question for any individual or 
any group to claim to have the solution to the problems 
of the people of Burundi. This is outdated. 


[Reichmans}) Mr. President, you have requested the 
protection of the United States ambassador. Do you fear 
for your life? 


[Nubantunganya] Well, | believe | am visiting my 
friend, the ambassador of the United States, and | think 
this is Only temporary. It is true that there are acute 
security problems here right now, but we have always 
worked in similar circumstances. You know, one should 
always be vigilant, one should not be idealistic. 


[Reichmans] What political developments do you fore- 
see in Bujumbura over the next few hours? 


[Nubantunganya] Well, I believe things are going to 
become clearer today or tomorrow. Concealed ambitions 
are going to come to light. You know, in politics one 
sometimes has to deal with unexpected situations. In any 
case, I think that today we are geting an increasingly 
Clearer picture of what is happening. In any case, I can 
tell you in my own name and on behalf of the Burund 
nation that, given my responsibilities, itis ruled out that 
I should resign, and I cannot let this country drift toward 
uncertainty. We already have far too many difficuluies 
to create others. [end recording] 


You will hear more excerpts from this interview in our 
bulletins this afternoon. The president of Burundi talks 
of a concerted show of strength over several weeks; a 
military and civilian show of strength in which social 
and political organizations belonging to the opposition 
based around Uprona [Party of National Unity and 
Progress} have requested the support of the Armed 
Forces. The president of Burund: adds that he finalized 
his plan to stem violence in his country, and he requests 
help from abroad. 


As we have said, the leader of Frodebu has said from 
Nairobi that a coup was taking place. Several Burundi 
ministers and cadres of the presidential party have 
sought refuge in Western embassies in Bujumbura. 


The Tutsi-dominated Armed Forces of Burundi have 
just denied they are carrying out a coup. [passage 
omitted | 


Burundi: Protesters Demand President 
Ntibantunganya’s Resignation 
AB2507115196 Paris AFP in French 
1050 GMT 25 Jul 96 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt) Bujumbura, 25 Jul (AFP) — 
Some 2,000 persons demonstrated in Buyumbura this 
morning against President Sylvestre Nubantunganya 


1s report may contain copyrighted maternal, Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copynght owners 
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who took refuge in the U.S. ambassador's residence 
overlooking the town on the evening of 23 July. 


The Burundian capital, which is rife with rumors of a 
coup d'etat which the Army denies, remains however 
calm. Shops are open and private cars and taxis are 
circulating as usual, with a discreet presence of the 
security forces. 


The Tutsi protesters shouted hostile slogans calling 
for the president's resignation. They also demanded 
their incorporation into the Tutsi minority dominated- 
Army to fight the Hutu rebellion, and to oppose any 
‘foreign intervention” in Burundi. Some protesters also 
shouted slogans against a possible return to power of 
former Tutsi President Pierre Buyoya who was beaten 
in the country’s first democratic elections in June 1993. 
[passage omitted} 


Burundi: Ministers, Hutus Seek Refuge in Western 
Embassies 

1.D2507095996 Brussels La Une Radio Network 

in French 0900 GMT 25 Jul 96 


[FBIS Translated Text] Is a military coup brewing or 
is it the end of an era? The situation is extremely 
volatile in Burundi, where Hutu President Sylvestre 
Ntibantunganya has sought refuge at the home of the 
U.S. ambassador in Bujumbura. He has feared for his 
safety since the Tutsi opposition’s Uprona [Party of 
National Unity and Progress) violently attacked him 
yesterday and withdrew its support for him, although 
it is a junior partner of the government. 


The Hutu president, however, repeated on this station 
this morning that he is still the president and does not 
intend to resign. 


He is reportedly not the only one to have sought refuge 
in an embassy. According to the chairman of the presi- 
dent's party Frodebu [Front for Democracy in Burundi), 
several ministers and leading Hutu personalities have 
taken refuge in Western embassies in Bujumbura. It is 
believed this is the case for the regime's number two 
— the National Assembly spokesman - and the party's 
secretary general. 


Frodebu Chairman Jean Minani, who is in Tanzania, 
said a coup was currently taking place in Burundi and 
that the leaders of the 1993 coup — who assassinated 
Ndadaye, the first Hutu president of the country — were 
putting the finishing touches on their coup. The Hutu 
chairman of Frodebu urged the people of Burundi to 
support the president and appealed to the international 
community to do the same, because this is a legitimate 
and constitunonal president, Minani added. 
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Burundi: Frodebu Officials Said Taking Refuge in 
‘Western’ Embassies 

AB2507092596 Paris AFP in French 

0809 GMT 25 Jul 96 


{(FBIS Translated Text} Nairobi, 25 Jul (AFP) — Sev- 
eral Hutu senior officials and ministers of the Front 
for Democracy in Burundi [Frodebu] have taken refuge 
in Western embassies for fear for their lives, Frodebu 
Chairman Jean Minani said in Nairobi today. They in- 
clu¢e National Assembly Speaker Leonce Ngendaku- 
m. na, the party's secretary general, spokesman, and sev- 
eral ministers, added Mr. Minani who is passing through 
the Kenyan capital. 


Mr. Minani and Agriculture Minister Pierre Claver 
Nahimana were in Tanzania at the invitation of former 
President Julius Nyerere when the crisis deepened in 
Bujumbura. President Sylvestre Ntibantuganya, a Hutu 
member of the Frodebu, sought refuge in the U.S. 
ambassador's residence in Bujumbura on 23 July. 


Burundi: Frodebu Denies Rumors of President 
Declaring Post Vacant 

AB2407153296 Paris AFP in French 

1445 GMT 24 Jul 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) Bujumbura, 24 Jul (AFP) — 
The Front for Democracy in Burundi [Frodebu], the 
party of President Sylvestre Ntibantunganya, on 23 July 
denied the rumors that the president had declared his 
post vacant. 


According to Frodebu, a “false” communique is circulat- 
ing in Bujumbura on the issue. This release recognized 
the vacancy of the presidency and accused the army of 
having “once again usurped the power in order to defini- 
tively block the democratic process in the country.” 
These rumors on the vacancy of power “are pieces of 
information spread by the opposition circles which want 
things to be that way,” a Frodebu (party with a Hutu 
majority) official said. 

The president of the Republic, a Hutu, has taken refuge 


at the residence of the U.S. Ambassador to Bujumbura 
since the evening of 23 July. 


The Frodebu chairman, Jean Minani, has been out of 
the country since 24 July. 


Burundi: Frodebu Spokeman Urges International 
Support for President 

AB2507091596 Paris AFP in French 

0759 GMT 25 Jul 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) Nairobi, 25 Jul (AFP) — Mr. 
Jean Minani, a Hutu and spokesman of the Front 


hibited wit ato of 
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for Democracy in Burundi [Frodebu], has said in 
Nairobi that “the 1993 coup plotters are busy putting 
finishing touches to their coup d'etat.” He also called on 
Burundians to “support the president of the Republic.” 


Mr. Minani was addressing the media in Nairobi. 
He further said: “We also call on the international 
community to support the president because he is the 
legitimate and constitutional” leader. Mr. Jean Minani 
was in Tanzania at the invitation of Mr. Julius Nyerere, 
the Tanzanian mediator when the crisis degenerated in 
Bujumbura. 


The spokesman of the majority Frodebu party, which 
is also President Sylvestre Nubantunganya’s party, 
accused the Unity for National Progress Party (Uprona], 
the leading Tutsi-minority dominated opposition party, 
of proposing to several Hutu “Uprona” party officials to 
replace the president of the Republic. 


On 21 October 1993, Burundi’s first Hutu leader, 
Melchior Ndadaye, was killed in a coup plot that 
sparked off the current crisis. 


Burundi: Radio Broadcasts President’s Message to 
Citizens 


EA2407204396 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in Kirundi 1700 GMT 24 Jul 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text] President Ntibantunganya tele- 
phoned us and delivered a message to all Burundians, 
asking them to ignore politicians who aim to plunge our 
country into chaos by seeking to overthrow our current 
leadership institutions. 


He said these included people already well-known as 
politicians who have formed parties, while others have 
formed associations which they claimed would not get 
involved in politics, although it is obvious today that 
they do nothing else but politics. Others are the partners 
in the government convention, all of whom are doing 
nothing else but misleading the country and its citizens. 


President Ntibantunganya referred to the Arusha reso- 
lutions which many are demonstrating about today. He 
said the Arusha resolutions are made up of six sections 
all of which only seek to stop the current killings in our 
country. 


President Sylvestre Ntibantunganya took the opportu- 
nity to call on all Burundians, Hutus, Tutsis and Twas 
to unite and together fight their common enemy and 
share everything without discrimination. 

As for the resolutions of the Arusha summit of heads 


of state of our region, he said they must be upheld by 
all means. 
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He once again called on all Burundians to remain 
united without discrimination and to avoid following 
opportunistic politicians who seek to enrich themselves 
at their expense. 


Burundi: President Makes Speech Asking Citizens 
To Remain Calm 


AB2407185096 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 24 Jul 96 


{From the "Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Burundi is apparently slid- 
ing closer to the edge of chaos in the ethnic disaster. 
[passage omitted] There has been much speculation that 
the coalition government has collapsed leaving a dan- 
gerous vacuum. But this afternoon, President Ntibantun- 
ganya himself spoke in Kirundi to the BBC. 


(Begin Nubantunganya recording in Kirundi fading 
into English translation} What I would like to say to 
Burundians is | appeal to them to stay calm. Burundians 
be they Hutu, Tutsi or Twa, should stay united in spite of 
the situation and don’t fall into the trap of this political 
nonsense. Monitor what is going on in the country and 
avoid being divided by certain politicians. Just keep an 
eye on them. Find out which are doing a good job. 
Those who are doing a bad job must also be known. So 
maybe today, or some other day, Burundians will have 
their say. If one has to face justice, justice will be done 
but again, | appeal to you to stay calm. [end recording] 
[passage omitted] 


Burundi: President Condemns Those Rejecting 
Power Sharing Pact 


AB2407191796 Paris AFP in French 
1848 GMT 24 Jul 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text) Bujumbura, 24 Jul (AFP) — 
Burundian President Sylvestre Ntibantunganya, who has 
since yesterday taken refuge at the U.S. Embassy in 
Bujumbura, has condemned “those who want to reject 
the government convention.” 


In a communique, the first within 24 hours, broadcast 
by the official Radio Burundi, he points out that he had 
“already submitted a detailed plan for the return of peace 
and security to the Security Council, the highest organ 
in the country.” 


The government convention since 1994 defines the 
sharing of power between the presidential Hutu majonty 
and the opposition Tutsi minority. 


is report may contain copynghted material Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners 
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Burundi: President Does Not Oppose Change 
Through Negotiations 

LD2507104296 Brussels La Une Radio Network 
in French 1000 GMT 25 Jul 96 


(FBIS Translated Text} On this station this morning, 
President Sylvestre Ntuibantunganya said he would not 
resign and would remain in his post. The president, who 
is of Hutu origin, is still staying at the home of the U.S. 
ambassador in Bujumbura. 


At 1300, you will hear another excerpt from the inter- 
view Sylvestre Ntibantunganya gave Francois (Reich- 
mans). The president of Burundi said: I do not oppose 
change, but it must take place through negotiations, not 
illegality. The president talked of a military and civilian 
show of strength in which the hardliners of the main 
Opposition party, Uprona [Party of National Unity and 
Progress], have shared tasks to topple the country’s in- 
stitutions. 


The Burundi Armed Forces deny they are carrying out a 
coup d'etat, but they advise politicians, I quote, to avert 
a constitutional void. 


Other ministers — including the foreign minister — 
and the speaker of Parliament, have sought refuge at 
the German Embassy. 


Burundi: Parliament Speaker Issues Statement 
Backing Government 


EA2407212196 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in French 1800 GMT 24 Jul 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text} Mr. Leonce Ngendakumana, 
the speaker of the National Assembly, has issued a 
statement. He, too, like the Burundian president, rejects 
any idea of disowning the government convention, 
explaining that instead it was now a time for regaining 
our self-control for the good of the nation. (?His) 
view is that bashingantahe [wise elders] still existed 
in Burundi but that they were perhaps discouraged by 
the unspeakable violence now being experienced in the 
country. 


Burundi: Prime Minister Nduwayo Offers To 
Resign 

AB2507115496 Paris AFP in English 

1143 GMT 25 Jul 9% 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Bujumbura, 25 Jul (AFP) — 
Burundian Prime Minister Antoine Nduwayo, a Tutsi 
who is at loggerheads with Hutu ‘resident Sylvestre 
Ntibantunganya, said he would tender his resignation as 
soon as “the competent authority is available to receive 
it,” the official Radio Burundi reported Thursday [25 
July}. In a letter sent to the largely Tutsi Uprona [Unity 
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for National Progress Party] opposition party of which 
he is a member, Nduwayo said he was “taking act of 
the collapse of the consensus built around the current 
president.” 


urundi: 7 Opposition Parties Withdraw 
Confidence in President 


EA2507144996 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in French 1100 GMT 25 Jul 96 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt) Seven opposition parties — 
the Burundi-African Alliance for Salvation, the National 
Alliance for Rights and Development, the Independent 
Workers Party, the Rally for Democracy and Economic 
and Social Development, the Guarantor of Freedom 
of Speech in Burundi, the People’s Reconciliation 
Party, and the Social Democratic Party — have also 
withdrawn confidence in Mr. Sylvestre Nubantunganya, 
and have broken the consensus [word indistinct] around 
the president of the Republic. 


The parties, along with the Unity for National Progress 
Party (Uprona], issued a statement calling for the 
immediate resignation of the government, and asking 
the consultation forum to hold a meeting of signatories 
of the government convention to install new institutions 
in the country. 


Meanwhile, Prime Minister Antoine Nduwayo has just 
sent a letter to the Uprona leader. [passage omitted] 
He said he would present his resignation as soon as 
the competent authority is there to receive it. [passage 
omitted] 


Burundi: Uprona President—Party Withdraws 
Support for President 


EA2407210796 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in Kirund: 1700 GMT 24 Jul 96 


[FBIS Translated Text) The president of Uprona [Union 
for National Progress], Charles Mukasi, today held a 
press conference. This was after the Uprona party's 
central committee meeting in which the party passed 
a senes of important resolutions for the party. 


The president of Uprona announced that with effect 
from today Uprona was withdrawing support for our 
head of state Sylvestre Ntibantunganya and for the gov- 
ernment convention on the basis of which our coun- 
try is currently governed. Mukasi took the opportunity 
to announce nine charges the Uprona party was laying 
against President Nubantunganya which disqualify bum 
from leading our country. 


When asked about his position regarding the person who 
could lead our country, he said the party he leads would 
always welcome all those ready to hold consultations so 


is report may contain copynghted material Copying and dissemination 
8 prohibited without permission of the copynght owners 
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that the country can be given a leader it deserves, saying 
that these (consultations) would start with effect from 
today. 


The main charges the Uprona party president announced 
included the knowing breach of our country's Constitu- 
tion and the Burundian Government convention and the 
fact that he had always shown support for the killing by 
armed groups which are causing chaos in our country. 


Burundi: Opposition Leader—Move Tantamount 
To ‘Deposing’ President 

LD2407164096 Brussels La Une Radio Network 

in French 1500 GMT 24 Jul 96 


(FBIS Translated Text} Our correspondent Francois Ey- 
ckmans has just contacted Charles Mukasi, the president 
of the main opposition party in Burundi — the Party of 
National Unity and Progress [Uprona). Uprona’s pres- 
ident explains why he has initiated this political move 
against the president [Sylvestre Ntibantunganya). 


[Begin recording) [Mukasi] We are exasperated with the 
behavior of the president in the face of imperative peace 
and security concerns, and with asking him to fulfill 
his role as entrusted to him by the Constitution and 
the government convention, which he has never been 
willing to abide by. With the publication of a document 
that has brought together a whole series of charges 
that we have made against him, and given such glaring 
defects, I think we have assumed our responsibilities by 
no longer continuing to present ourselves as supporters 
of someone who has not (word indistinct) contributed 
to the return of peace and security. 


{Eyckmans] So you are rejecting the consensus that 
formed around him when he was installed as president 
— in effect, it is as though you were deposing the 
president. 

{[Mukasi} If you wish to put it like that, that is exactly 
the case. In any case, we are no longer partners — 
participants — in this consensus, which means that one 
has to accept all the consequences that ensue from that. 


(Eyckmans} But are you not thereby creating a huge 
political vacuum, at a time when the country is in a 
Critical situation? 

(Mukasi] We are not creating a political vacuum, 
because the institutions do not exist and are not working. 
So ! believe there is no point in hiding one's head in 
Uy. sand. It is better to assume one's responsibilities, 
so that in the future no one will be able to accuse 
us of having supported institutions that are bogus or 
that simply do not work — chief among which is the 
principal guarantcr of the workings of those institutions. 
fend recording} 
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Burundi: Opposition Holds Talks With Nyerere To 
Discuss Security 

EA2407211396 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in French 1800 GMT 24 Jul 96 


(FBIS Translated Text} Representatives of seven op- 
position political parties, namely the Abasa [Burundi- 
African Alliance ‘or Salvation], ANADDE [Nationa! 
Alliance for Rights and Development], PIT [Indepen- 
dent Workers’ Party], RADDES [Rally for Democracy 
and Economic and Social Development], Inkizo [Guar- 
antor of Freedom of Speech in Burundi], PRP [Peo- 
ple’s Reconciliation Party} and PSD [Social Democratic 
Party], on 22 and 23 July 1996, met former Tanzanian 
president, now facilitator and mediator in the Burundian 
crisis, Mwalimu Julius Nyerere in Mwanza. 


Their talks centered on the following issues: 


— that Mwalimu Julius Nyerere had to give precise 
information on the nature of the assistance in the field 
of security which is to be provided to Burundi as agreed 
at the Arusha summit; 


— Mwalimu Nyerere’s position regarding the govern- 
ment convention. 


Regarding the nature of the assistance in the field of 
security, the representatives of the opposition political 
parties alerted Mwalimu Nyerere to the fact that the 
outcome of the Arusha summit had resulted in serious 
controversy in Burundi because the decisions taken were 
sometimes referring to foreign military interference, 
sometimes to multi-faceted cooperation in the political, 
diplomatic, military and police-related fields. 


Mwalimu Nyerere dismissed any form of ambiguity by 
saying that, in his view, the Burundian Army was an 
important ingredient in the search for solutions to the 
crisis. It was the sole national and professional army, 
which was why it should not under any circumstances 
be dismantled, but on the contrary it should remain, as 
in the case of the model South Afncan Army which 
is serving the whole nation. However, the Burundian 
Army, in his view, should undergo changes and these 
changes should be carried out gradually and through 
negotiations. 


Regarding his position on the government convention, 
Mwalimu Nyerere regretted the fact that the government 
convention had not resulted so far in the restoration of 
peace, which was its main objective, and killings had 
not decreased since the convention was signed. 


Agreeing to the opposition political parties’ request, 
Mwalimu Nyerere agreed with them that a specific and 
clear agenda be submitted to him by the two political 
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groupings in view of talks to be held in the future, under 
his aegis. 


This was a press communique signed by the seven 
opposition political parues which took part in these talks 
with Nyerere yesterday and the day before yesterday. 


Burundi: OAU To Send Mission to Burundi for 
Assessment of Situation 


£A2407213096 Nairobi KNA in English 
1330 GMT 24 Jul 9% 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt} Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 
(KNA-PANA) An Organization of African Unity 
(OAU) mission ieaves for Burundi over the weekend for 
an on-the-spot assessment of that country’s detenorating 
political situation, following the massacre of 312 people 
ina camp for displaced persons [on] Saturday [20 July). 


The decision to send in the mission was taken late Mon- 
day by an urgent ambassadorial meeting of the central 
organ of the OAU Mevhanism tor Conflict Prevention, 
Management and Resolution. The mission will comprise 
of representatives of Cameroon's President Paul Biya, 
the current OAU chairman, Ethopia and Zimbabwe, as 
well as the OAU secretary general. [passage omitted] 


The OAU body also extended the mandate of th OAU 
Observer Mission in Burundi (OMIB), which expired 
on 22nd July, tor a month. [passage omitted] 


Burundi: France Urges Calm; Nyerere Seeks 
Sanctions in Event of Coup 


1D2407185496 Paris Radio France International 
in French 1730 GMT 24 Jul 96 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Fighting between the regular 
army and Hutu rebels was going on this afternoon 
in southern Burundi, in Burun Province, following 
an ambush carried out in the morning by the rebel 
movement —- that, at least, 1s what the Army has 
announced 


As for the reactions, one notes among other things 
that France has just made another appeal for calm, 
through the voice of Jacques Rummelhardt, the deputy 
spokesman for the Quai d'Orsay [Foreign Ministry). 


[Begin Rummelhardt recording] The situation does 
not seem to us to be improving. That is why we 
have made an appeal to all Burundians to refuse to 
resort to violence and to commit themselves to the 
exclusive path of a peaceful, negotiated resolution of 
their problem. Commitments were made on 25 June in 
Arusha [Tanzania], at the summit of heads of state in 
the region, toward a dialogue open to all participants 
in Burundi political life. These commitments were 
solemnly supported by heads of state and government 
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from the whole African continent, who met from 
8 to 10 July in Yaounde [capital of Cameroon] at 
the OAU summit. We believe that only respect for 
the commitments made in Arusha, and their sapid 
implementation, will be able to restore a climate of 
confidence and prevent Burundi being dragged ‘nto a 
generalized conflict. [end recording) 


Former Tanzanian President Julius Nyerere, who has 
been very much involved in the peace efforts in Burundi, 
has for his part this evening called for sanctions against 
the country in the event of a coup. [passage omitted] 


Burundi: London Daily Asseses Situation in 
Burundi 


MS2507094596 London INDEPENDENT in Enylish 
25 Jul 96 p 10 


[Report on interview with Burundi's presidential aide 
Mames Bjansubiyeko by David Orr in Bujumbura on 
24 Jul) 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Burundi is in crisis following 
the collapse ci the government here in the capital 
yesterday. There are fears that this small central African 
nation, which has been teetering on the brink of civil 
war, could now succumb to chaos and anarchy. 


Burundi has the same mix of majority Hutus and 
minority Tutsis as neighbouring Rwanda which was 
consumed by genocide and war two years ago. 


“It would appear that a coup d'etat is unfolding here,” 
said one high-ranking Western official who declined 
to be identified. “Tre Convention of Government has 
been dissolve and there is in fact no government in 
Burundi.” 


In a dramatic development it was revealed yest ‘rday that 
President Sylvestre Ntuibantunganya had taken refuge 
in the residence of the United States ambassador in 
Bujumbura. He fled there the night before last in fear 
of his life. The Hutu President was almost lynched 
on Tuesday [23 July) by an angry Tutsi mob at the 
funeral of 350 Tutsis massacred by Hutu extremists in 
the central region last weekend. 


It is feared that extremist elements in the largely Tutsi 
military will attempt to take power by force. The army 
contains influential officers who were involved in a coup 
attempt involving the assassination of the first elected 
Hutu president in 1993. More than 50,000 members 
of both ethnic communities died in the fighting which 
followed. 


The military has been engaged in an increasingly 
desperate effort tc suppress an insurgency by Hutu 
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rebels who have mounted a senes of brutal attacks on 
Tutsi settlements in recent weeks. 


The massacre at Bugendena in central Burundi last 
weekend in which 350 Tutsis were butchered, marked 
a horrific escalation of the conflict. Hundreds of people 
are being killed every month. 


"The President is here with his wife,” confirmed an 
embassy spokesperson at the ambassador's residence. 
“It's intended to be a temporary situation”. 


The fall of the government was brought about by 
the announcement of the largely Tuts: Uprona party 
that it had withdrawn from the National Convention 
of Government whereby it shares power with the 
largely Hutu Frodebu party. Uprona has called for the 
resignation of the Hutu President. 


"The President's satety is being secured by the United 
States,” Mr Ntibantunganya’s chief of staff told the 
Independent yesterday. “The President wants to ensure 
he’s not going to die just like that. If such a tragedy 
were to happen, it would be very difficult to control the 
situation.” 


The presidential aide Mames Bansubiyeko, conceded it 
was now uncertain whether the President could stay in 
office. But he added that his departure could lead to 
chaos. 


“He doesn’t want to .cave” said Mr Bansubiyeko. “As 
long as he remains alive he'll do as much as he can to 
calm the situation. However, there is a real danger of a 
coup. The President is ip contact with the Minister of 
Defence to see how this crisis can be solved. A coup 
would change matters radically.” 


The President has consistently told Western diplomats 
that he wants to hold on to office if at all possible. 
He fears his resignation or overthrow could lead to 
increased unrest. 


The capital was last night calm and there was no 
evidence on the streets of a military take-over, despite 
the presence of Burundian paratroopers guarding the 
television station. 


The fragile coalition of Frodebu and Uprona parties 
has looked more shaky than ever as the Tutsi Prime 
Minister, Antoine Nduwayo, has come under increasing 
pressure from Tuts: hardliners to stand down. 


Both the Prime Minister and the President are seen as 
being weak and ineffectual. They have repeatedly shown 
themselves as incapable of resolving Burundi’s political 
impasse and of bringing peace to the stricken nation. 


Western diplomats in the capital have been expressing 
fears of a military coup before the end of the week. 
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Other observers have been predicung the imminent 
resignauion of the Prime Minister 


“The Prime Minister has not announced his resignation, 
Mr Nduwayojs chiet of protocol told the Independent 
yesterday. 


“Just because Uprona has rejected the Convention of 
Government, doesn't mean it is completely out of the 
government; the situation 1s very confused. Anything ts 
now possible. 


Under the National Convention of Goverament p »wer- 
sharing agreement, Frodebu cannot exist in government 
on its Own. 


“It will be necessary to register another Convention of 
Government,” said the President's chief of staff “Or 
maybe someone else will take contro! 


With tension high in the capital, Burundians are anx- 
lously waiting lo see what clements might hil the power 
vacuum which has developed. The fear is that politcal 
hardliners of both main parties wil! move centre stage, 
pushing out those moderates who might be walling to 
form a new government 


“It's not known what the President will do now.” said 
one Burundian observer. “We're in a country where no 
one knows what's happening. It's a catastrophe 


Burundi: Demonstrations for Military Rule; 
Ntibantunganya Urges Calm 

LD2507144196 Paris Radto France international 
in French 1230 GMT 258 Jul % 


{FBIS Translated Excerpt) In Burundi, political tension 
is still running high. [passage omitted] Our reporter in 
Bujumbura is Gabriel Kahn 


[Kahn] Armed with sticks, students again demonstrated 
this morning, running through the streets of the capital 
For the first time they were not demanding President 
Nubantunganya’s resignation but rather were calimng 
for a military leader to head the state and disputing 
the tentative moves by ex-President Buyoya, who was 
defeated in 1993 by the first democratically elected 
president, to regain power. [passage omitted] 


{Announcer} The Burundian president, who ts still at 
the U.S. ambassador's residence in Buyumbura, does 
not wish to give in to panic. He will not resign and has 
made an appeal for calm. He spoke to our colleagues at 
Belgian RTBF radio 


{Begin Nubantunganya recording] The president of the 
Republic asks Burundians — the people of Burundi, 
the Bahutu, the Batutsi, and the Batwa. who constitute 
the nation — to remain calm and not to get carried 
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away by political convictions which everyone here is 
acquainted with, but to remain united, to stay calm, and 
so be vigilant and look at those who, in today’s politics 
in Burundi, are worth more than the others [as heard], 
and seek a truly satisfactory solution for everybody. 


I also ask the international community — and this 
is very important — to respect the commitments that 
everyone has made known and understood since Arusha, 
most notably the rejection of any illegal action or use 
of force or refusal of Consensus in the Country's present 
situauon. 


I would insist particularly on the fact that [ personally 
do not in any way oppose change. | am opposed to 
illegality. If people want change now, that must take 
place within the framework of overall sec tations from 
which no-one is excluded. There «i | ‘ave said, 
NO question of any single individu... of g.c.. Claiming 
to have the key to the problems | Bure idtans. [end 
recording} 


{Announcer} That was the Burundian president speaking 
on Belgian national radio. [passage omitted] 


Burundi: Army Claims Still Able To Protect 
President; ‘Situation Caim’ 


AB2407170096 London RBC World Service 
in English 1505 GMT 24 Jul 96 


{(FBIS Transcribed Excerpt} Burundi ts apparently slid- 
ing ever closer to the edge of chaos and ethnic disas- 
ter. [According] to our reporter, the president, Sylvestre 
Ntibantunganya, has taken retuge in the American Em- 
bassy. lt comes a day after the president, a Hutu, fled 
from a stone-throwing mob of Tutsis at a funeral for 
Tutsis massacred by Hutu militias in central Burundi. 


[passage omitted] 


Well, the fragile Hutu-led coalition government in 
Burundi has always been overshadowed by the powerful 
Tutsi-led Army. Its loyalties — all is being seen as 
somewhat flimsy to say the least. On the line to 
Bujumbura, Anthony Goldman asked Army spokesman 
Colonel Longin Minami, if they were still loyal to 
President Nubantunganya. 


[Begin recording} [Minani] Up to this particular mo- 
ment, we know that our president and commander in 
chief is President Ntibantunganya. There is nothing 
which has changed 11. Has he gone to a Western em- 
bassy... [pause] we heard that he went to the U.S. Em- 
bassy. He is gone there. We don't know why he went 
there, because we are still securizing him as the presi- 
dent. So it astonished us as it did everybody. We don't 
understand why 
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{Goldman} As far as you are concerned, then President 
Ntibantunganya is sull in charge — he ts sull in charge 
of the Army? 


{Minani] Yes. 


{Goldman} There are a number of reports also from 
Bujumbura today of Frodebu [Front tor Democracy in 
Burundi] of Hutu politicians going into hiding. Do you 
know anything about that’ 


{Minani} It is the same thing as the president to go to 
hide. Why should they hide? We are there to securize 
everybody. 


{Goldman} In this situation, do you think the Army 
might take over power? 


{Minani, clears his throat] That question... [pauses] | do 
not understand why the Army should... [pause] should 
take over. 


{Goldman} Well, because all the poliucians have gone 
into hiding, the president 1s at a Western Embassy. 


{Minani} We don’t know why they are doing i, so | 
cannot respond to that question, 


{Goldman} So, how are you dealing with... [pauses] 
politically now? Who is politically im charge of the 
Army today? 


{Minani] Right now, we have the chiets of staff who 
are there. We have the president who gives us orders. 
I don’t know: what you are getting from outside is not 
what you are getting from here. 


{Goldman} And, as far as you are concerned, everything 
is calm, everything 1s normal in Bujumbura today? 


[Minami] Everything is calm. It is normal in Bujumbura. 
And there was an incident yesterday. I don't know if 
you heard about it with the president and 1t is the Anny 
which protected him. 


{Goldman} Right; and you still maimtain the same 
position. Despite what has been happening today and 
the last couple oi days, you still believe that it is the 
wrong... [pauses] it is not appropriate now for regional 
couniies to send, or countries of the region to send 
troops to Burundi? 


[Minani] If they send those... [pauses] if they send them, 
what for? We don't need them. We are there to protect 
Burundi's institutions, to protect Burundi's integrity, 
Burundi's independence. We are there to protect all the 
population and its properties. [end recording] 
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Buruadi: Army Denies Coup Plans, Warns Against 
Constitutional Void 

AB2507093796 Paris AFP in English 

0934 GMT 25 Jul 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Bujumbura, 25 Jul (AFP) 
— The Tutsi-dominated Burundi Army is not launch- 
ing a putsch, but has recommended that politicians 
avoid creating a constitutional void, Army spokesman 
Lieutenant-Colonel Longin Minani said Thursday (25 
July). The Army “is not carrying out a putsch," he said. 


Burundi: Security Forces Block Roads in 
Bujumbura 


AB2507132396 Paris AFP in English 
1322 GMT 25 Jul 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text) Bujumbura, 25 Jul (AFP) — 
Security forces set up road blocks on several roads in 
the Burundi capital of Bujumbura as political tensions 
escalate in the central African Republic, witnesses said 
Thursday (25 July). 


Burundi: Army Seals Borders ‘Until Further 
Notice’ 

AB2507150196 Paris AFP in English 

1454 GMT 25 Jul 96 


(FBIs Transcribed Text) Bujumbura, 25 Jul (AFP) 
— Burundi’s borders and airports were sealed off 
on Thursday (25 July) until further notice, Defence 
Minister Colonel Firmin Sinzoyiheba, said on national 
radio after the ouster of the head of state. 


State radio said earlier that former Burundian President 
Pierre Buyoya, had been proclaimed the new head of 
state, replacing Sylvestre Ntibantunganya. Buyoya was 
to address the nation later, the radio quoted a defense 
ministry statement as saying. It added that the National 


Assembly and all political parties were suspended. 


The latest developments came amid rising political ten- 
sions in the Central African Republic, where Ntiban- 
tunganya fled Tuesday night to the safety of the U.S. 
ambassador's residence amid rumours the Army was 
launching a coup after the mainly Tutsi opposition 
party withdrew support for him. Burundi borders with 
Rwanda, Tanzania and Zaire. 


Burundi: Army Spokesman Denies Planning Coup 
AB2507152296 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in English 1130 GMT 25 Jul 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Excerpt) The Burundian Army de- 
nies that it is staging a putsch. Lieutenant Colonel Isaic 
Nibizi, the director-general of communication at the Na- 
tional Defense Ministry, said that the Army had not the 
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slightest interest in staging a putsch as some interna- 
tional media bodies tend to think. 


(Begin recording} [Nibizi] We do not have the slightest 
intention of planning a coup d'etat in our country. We 
know that is not the right solution. This country has so 
many problems, has so many problems [as heard) and 
we do not believe that coups d'etat can be a solution. 
But the fact is that the current sociopolitical situation ts 
as yOu Can see: it is in very bad shape. So we call on 
all the citizens, on all patriots to help us restore security 
which is a pre-condition to any coherent political action, 


[Unidentified correspondent) Everyone is now able to 
see that there are really political problems in the 
country. Are you soldiers acting as observers or are you 
yourselves (word indistinct}? 


(Nibizi} We cannot in any case be a party to the 
political game, but the problem is that the political 
game unfortunately has some effects on security. We 
are in charge of security. If political activities have some 
effect on security, we believe that our responsibility is 
to prevent political action and possibly some actions 
likely to jeopardize the security of the people and their 
property, which we are supposed to protect. [passage 
omitted] [end recording] 


Burundi: President Ntibantunganya Ousted, 
Replaced by Buyoya 

AB2507143796 Paris AFP in English 

1438 GMT 25 Jul 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} Bujumbura, 25 Jul (AFP) — 
Burundi'’s former president Pierre Buyoya was pro- 
claimed the new head of state Thursday [25 July], re- 
placing Hutu president Sylvestre Ntibantunganya, Bu- 
rundi state radio said. 


Burundi: New President To Address Nation, 
Institutions Suspended 

AB2507145796 Paris AFP in English 

1449 GMT 25 Jul 96 


([FBIS Transcribed Text} Bujumbura, 25 Jul (AFP) 
— Former Burundian President Pierre Buyoya was 
proclaimed Thursday [25 July] the new head of state, 
replacing Sylvestre Nubantunganya, state radio said. 


Buyoya was to address the nation later, the radio quoted 
a Defense Ministry statement as saying. It added that 
the national assembly and ai! political parties were 


suspended. 
The announcement came amid rising political tensions 


in the Central African Republic, where Ntibantunganya 
fled Tuesday night to the safety of the U.S ambassador's 
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residence amid rumours the Army was launching a coup 
after the mainly Tutsi opposition party withdrew support 
for him. 


Burundi: Radio Reports Calm in Bujumbura, 
Political Stalemate 

EA2507143296 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in French 1100 GMT 25 Jul 96 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt] The head of state, Mr. 
Sylvestre Ntibantunganya, in fear for his security, is 
still inside the U.S. Embassy residence. He launched an 
appeal from the residence yesterday urging the people 
to stay calm. [passage omitted] 


Today Bujumbura at least was totally calm. The central 
market was functioning normally, traffic was the same 
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as ever, roads leading from Bujumbura to Rumonge, 
Gitega, Cibitoke, Gatumba, and Ijenda were as normal. 
Ambushes have not been ruled out, even though none 
have been reported. In any case, this is a daily problem 
faced by any traveller. 


Regarding the political situation, a stalemate seems to 
have set in. The Unity for National Progress Party 
(Uprona}) party has withdrawn from the government 
convention. [passage omitted] 


For those who held demonstrations yesterday and today 
the dissolution of the institutions has been achieved, 
and it is now a question of dealing with the succession 
within the chaotic situation now engulfing the country. 
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Eritrea 


Eritrea: Foreign Ministry Denies Sudanese 
Allegations of Attacks 

EA2407203096 Asmara Voice of the Broad Masses of 
Eritrea in Tigrinya 1600 GMT 24 Jul 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) The Eritrean Foreign Ministry 
has denied Sudanese media allegations that Sudanese 
Government troops have repulsed attacks that came 
from Eritrea. The Eritrean Foreign Ministry said that 
the report has no truth in it whatsoever and noted that 
the national Islamic government of Sudan was leveling 
such unfounded and false accusations in a bid to divert 
the attention of its people in particular, and that of the 
world in general. 


Somalia 


Somalia: 23 More Die as Fighting Intensifies in 
Capital 


AB2407182596 Paris AFP in English 
1615 GMT 24 Jul 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} Mogadishu, July 24 (AFP) — 
At least 23 people died on Wednesday (24 July) and 
35 others were wounded in intensified fighting in south 
Mogadishu's Medina district, hospital sources said. 


The sources said that during the fighting, which resumed 
after a few hours of calm in the morning, the forces 
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of Somalia's main warlord, General Mohamed Farah 
Aidid, captured new territory inside Medina district 
from forces loyal to his arch-rival, self-styled interim 
Somali president Ali Mahdi Mohamed. 


Somalia: Aidid Forces Defeated in South 
Mogadishu Clashes 


EA2407200096 Mogadishu Voice of the Somali 
Republic in Somali 1700 GMT 24 Jul 96 


[FBIS Translated Text] The peace-supporting coali- 
tion forces of USC-SSA [United Somali Congress- 
Somali Salvation Alliance) and USC-SNA [United So- 
mali Congress-Somali National Alliance] have defeated 
a gang of bandits led by Aidid that had invaded areas 
controlled by the coalition forces. During the fightung 
the peace-supporting coalition forces killed many mem- 
bers of the gang, captured one transport vehicle, de- 
stroyed three technicals, captured firearms of different 
calibers and ejected the gang from areas it had briefly 
occupied. 


A statement from the USC-SSA high command added 
that the fleeing bandits left behind bodies of their fellow 
Officers and men. Residents of Makka and Medina 
districts, who played a major role in fighting the bandits, 
later buried the bodies in accordance with Islamic law. 


Although fire has now returned to normal in the districts, 
the coalition forces were still hunting down members of 
the gang who might be hiding in the areas. 
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